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The 6 themes of this year are:

Addressing the Impact of Climate Change Locally

Climate change poses an urgent global challenge, with local communities feeling the
impact through rising temperatures, extreme weather, and ecosystem disruptions. This
theme explores grassroots initiatives that blend traditional knowledge with innovative
solutions for climate resilience. Through reflective dialogue, we'll examine how climate
impacts intersect with gender, age, and social marginalization, and identify pathways
for inclusive, community-driven climate action and policy change.

Innovations in Applications of Participatory Process

This theme explores how participatory methods are evolving to address today’s global
and local challenges. Showcasing innovations from community development to
organizational change, it highlights tools and approaches rooted in neuroscience,
indigenous knowledge, and facilitation practices. Together, we will share practical
strategies and strengthen global connections to inspire participatory, people-centered
change.



ICA International

Innovations in Social Media for Education

This theme explores how social media and participatory technologies can drive educational
transformation in Zimbabwe and beyond. Focusing on inclusion, community engagement, and
knowledge co-creation, it highlights both opportunities and challenges—such as digital literacy,
data privacy, and the digital divide. The theme brings together educators, policymakers, and
technologists to share strategies for using social media to enhance access, promote civic
responsibility, and support equitable, locally relevant education.

Health in a Globally Connected World

The Health Stream of our global conference focuses on three themes:
+ Day 1 afternoon: Lessons Learned from COVID
+ Day 2 morning: WHO Healthy Settings Movements
+ Day 2 afternoon: Al and Healthcare

Reflecting on the global trauma of COVID, panel speakers will outline what has been learned
looking back on the pandemic. Then in the next morning, our WHO Collaborating Centre
representative will explain the healthy settings movement—using healthy communities and
healthy hospitals as examples of promoting Health For All. Following that, Artificial Intelligence
has made a dramatic impact on sharing both traditional and Western medical practices.
Speakers from Africa and China will demonstrate advances of the past year, including common
applications like diagnosing patients, communication between patient and physicians, and
remote treatment of patients, among others. On Day 3, there will be a field trip to a Zimbabwe
community health centre and on the last day, a consensus workshop on the global direction to
promote health will suggest actions for report to the closing plenary.

The Role of ICT in Sustainable Development

This theme explores how information and communication technology (ICT) can drive sustainable
development across sectors like education, healthcare, agriculture, and the environment.
Bringing together diverse stakeholders, it promotes collaboration, shares successful case studies,
and highlights ICT’s role in achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals. It will conclude
with actionable projects and policy recommendations for inclusive digital transformation.

How to Localise Sustainable Community Development

The ICA Conference on Human Development in Zimbabwe highlights
Sustainable Community Development as a key theme for inclusive progress.
Amid global challenges, this approach empowers local communities,
promotes resilient livelihoods, and supports grassroots
governance. This theme emphasizes integrated,
culturally relevant strategies that balance
environmental care with socio-economic
growth, aiming to foster long-term,
community-driven partnerships

for equity and self-reliance.

E Scan the QR code
to register!
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BEYOND THE THEMES

Youth Summit: Building A New Generation of Facilitative Leaders

The Summit will convene young people from across the globe to engage and explore
their critical role as change agents and leaders facilitating transformation for
sustainable human development. In particular, the Summit will provide youth with a
dynamic platform for dialogue, innovation, and collaboration around key issues that
affect them - not as passive recipients but proactive architects. Specific themes will
include climate action, entrepreneurship, leadership, digital networking, and
volunteerism within local and international contexts. The Summit is expected to come up
with resolutions and actions that meaningfully engage, support, and empower youth in
building resilient and equitable societies for achieving sustainable human development.

Virtual Participation Option

In recognition of global accessibility and inclusivity, the Global Conference on Human
Development will offer a comprehensive virtual participation option for individuals
unable to attend in person. Thousands of participants will be able to tune in across
multiple time zones. This hybrid approach will aim at ensuring broader engagement,
equity, and innovation; fostering global dialogue without the constraints of geography
or travel.

Key Features of the Virtual Engagement will include:

« Live Streaming of Sessions: All keynote speeches, panel discussions, and breakout
sessions will be streamed in real time via a secure online platform.

o Interactive Tools: Participants engaged through live chat, question and answer
features and interactive whiteboards, will enable meaningful dialogue with speakers
and fellow attendees.

 Networking Opportunities: Virtual lounges and breakout rooms will facilitate
informal networking, peer learning, and collaboration among participants.

« On-Demand Access: Session recordings will be made available post-event, allowing
participants across time zones to revisit content at their convenience.

e Inclusive Accessibility: The virtual platform will accommodate diverse needs.

» Technical Support: A dedicated help desk and tutorial guides will ensure smooth
connectivity and user experience.

Virtual engagement will significantly expand the reach of the conference and reinforce
our commitment to leaving no voice behind, fostering a truly global dialogue on

sustainable human development. It will enable participation from over 35 countries that
are dynamic, empowering, and enhance diversity of perspectives.

For more information and to book your seat, click here.
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